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As Shuttle Orbits, a Debate

L

NEW YORK TIMES
6 October 1985

i By WILLIAM J. BROAD
Special to The New York Times
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla., Oct. 3 — the second devoted exclusively to mili-
As five military officers on the Space 51y objectives.
shuttle Atlantis orbit the earth on a se- uw doubts that a certain
cret mission, a debate is growing in the amount of secrecy is absolutely neces- '
' United States over how much secrecy sary,” said Sissela Bok, a philosopher
is necessary in the civilian-run space
program and what the military’s role

should secrecy can also be a weapon in the’
in it be. - hands of an aggressive military. It's
. Proponents of an expanded role for domestically as well. When
the Defense . say the | citizens lose information they lose con-

trol o,f weapons that can endanger.

Carl Sagan, professor of astronomRy
and space sciences at Cornell Unlv-'lf
ty, says there is a “‘fundamental tem-
sion” between open scientific inquiry:
and ‘‘the necessarily closed world of
military activities.”

*As military programs expand,” he
said, “‘there’s a huge deflection of re-.
sources, financial and - intellectual,
from peaceful uses into the production

United States needs to counter & grow-
ing Soviet threat in space. They say the
Soviet Union conducts four to five
times as many space launching a year
as the United States, with the vast ma-
jority of missions devoted to military
objectives. Soviet military officers
have, all together, logged years in
space, they say, while the American
military has logged days..

Secrecy is essential, they add, to the
success of the Defense Department’s |
sgneeactlvities.

U.S. Advantage Cited

Critics of an expanded Pentagon role
say the United States already has an
enormous advantage in military space

b s & pretense that a lot
they say, pointing out that the Russians in NASA would like to believe, that all
“are still trying to to perfect a space their activities are sweetness and

lw.l' ]
Military Role ‘Not Sinistet’

Edward C. Aldridge Jr., Undiir Sec-
retary of the Air Force, said the mili-
tary use of space ‘‘is not sinister”’ but.
“a fundamental part of the foundation
upon which we build a strong national
defense.”

The current shuttle mission’s pri-:
mary goal is widely reported to be the
launching of a pair of $100 million com-
munication satellites. In the first

orted to be
satellite

sions are to be secret. No information
is publicly given about payloade, mis-
sion objectives, exact launching times
or t durations. Pentagon officiatd
secrecy is needed to keep the

Soviet military from monitoring
iaunchings and discovering the
of missions. On rare occasions & saaret.

shuttle flight may be declassified, Alr
Force officials say.

. Grows Over Military’s Role{

—diiénate part of the agency’s own con-
s Stituency.” :

. retary Aldridge, who will be the first
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Departmen
to be performed by NASA's astmmuu.1
some 60 percent of whom are active-:
duty military officers. Assisting them.
will be the separate astronaut corps of
the Air Force.

Reliance on military officers, long a
space custom, has lately come
under as in a letter a Houston
man, Al Stewart, wrote to the re-
spected m: Aviation Week &
Space Techno! . “NASA’s most re-
cent selections of astronaut candidates
should be viewed with alarm by every-
one interested in America’s space pro-
gram being an one,” he wrote.
“Eight of the thirteen just.chosen were
military officers, while-the: other five
were all NASA employees.”

“No matter how qualified,” he
added, “‘an applicant from civilian sci-
ence, industry, or the universities ap-
parently has no chance to become a ca-
reer astronaut. NASA is not just pass-
ing up a lot of good talent. It seems %
be establishing a precedent that may

Soon the Air Force will have, at a
cost of $2.9 billion, its own shuttle
launching facility at Vandenberg Air
Force Basg in California. The first mis-
sion from there, scheduled for March, |
is reportedly to carry twq payloads of
importance to the antimissile shield
proposal. It will also carry Under Sec-

high-ranking Pentagon official to fly
aboard a space shuttle.

Military missions are now controlled
by the Air Force’s 200-member
Manned Space Flight Support Group,
which has joined the NASA ground con-
trollers at the Johnson Space Center in
Houston. Future missions are to be run
by the Air Force’s $1.4 billion Consoli-
dated Space Operations Center in Colo-
rado, which is expected to employ 3,000
people by 1990.

‘Public’s Right’ at Stake

“There’s a real question of bow the
decision was made to move the space
agency from being open to substan-
ti?nlly Closed,” said Morton H. Halpef-
in, director of the Washington bffice of
the American Civil Liberties Union.
«What’s at stake is the public’s right to
participate in the process of
Government policy.”

Continued
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| In rebuttal, Pentagon officials say
that the “militarization of space’’ seen
by the critics is a myth and that the De-
fense Department has for decades led

{the way in space exploration, produc,‘
ing the nation’s first rockets.
Yet even military proponents see

emerging tensions in the manned space

program. “The original legislation
creating the agency specified a civilian
space program, separate from the
military,’” said an editorial in Aviation
Week & Space Technology, written by
william H. Gregory, editor. ‘That line
is being crossed now not so much as a
formal policy change as out of simple
economic necessity. The shuttle needs
the military as a customer to spread
the system’s overhead costs.”

Noting the problems posed by secre-
cy, Mr. Gregory added, “The time has
come for tacing the question of whether
NASA should continue to operate the
shuttle.”

A Protest by Scientists

Some critics fear that the space
agency’s charter for free and open dis-
semination of scientific information is

" being eroded as the military’s role
grows. Scientists protested loudly and
ineffectually last year when NASA an-
nounced that images from a large cam-
era and radar carried on a civilian
shuttle mission were t6 be reviewed
and possibly censored by the Aﬁm
agency’s Defense Department rs
Division.

Even more contentious is the debate
over the complete secrecy that sur-
rounds shuttle missions devoted to the
military, the Pentagon insisting that it
is necessary for national security.

Critics contend that secrecy is in-
stead sometimes used to stifle public
debate. In the absence of NASA disclo-
sures about the Atlantis mission, the
Federation of American Scientists, a

private group, put out its own press re-
lease about the flight’s secret goal.
“The current U.S. policy of not an-
nouncing military shuttle payloads
does not prevent the Soviets from iden-
titying these satellites, even as it has
ynot prevented us from doing so with
public sources alone,”’ the press re-
lease said. “This policy only inhibits
public awareness and discussion of
U.S. military activities in space.”
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